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Well the summer finally arrived. Then
disappeared, then came back – fingers
crossed for some more sunny days to work
in the garden! Speaking of which…The
Community garden is coming along in leaps
and bounds, there is a full update in this
magazine from Sue.
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If you would like to advertise in the parish
magazine please contact us via the
magazine email address. Also if there are
any suggestions regarding what you’d like
to see if future editions then please drop us
a line at the same email and we’ll see what
we can do.
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We would like to thank everyone for their
continued support with the magazine,
please do keep the submissions coming in –
please note the change of submission email
address to magazine@langtree.net please
use this for all new magazine articles.
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Langtree Chapel News
Since my last report our Torridge Methodist Circuit has appointed a new
Superintendent Minister, Rev Robert Blackhall, and a Pastoral worker, Rev
Lynne Burgon. Rev Blackhall will be starting in September and will be at
Langtree for our Harvest Festival Service on September 17th 11am. Please
come along and join us for this celebration.
We have continued meeting on Thursday evenings with a bring and share
meal and Bible study/discussion/DVD. During the month of June we have
been looking at the book of James. This is a relatively short book in the
Bible with only five chapters but is packed with guidance for everyday
living. Please feel free to join us (Contact Mary on 601350 for details) or
have a look in your own Bibles.
Our service dates for the next three months are as follows (all at 11am):
July 9th
July 16th
July 23rd
July 30th
August 6th
August 13th
August 20th
August 27th

United Service at the Parish Church 11am
Rosemary Quinnell 11am Sunday School
Rev Stephen Hill – Communion 11am Sunday School
Rev Sue Macbeth 11am Sunday School
Julia Spencer 11am Sunday School
United Service at the Parish Church 11am
Lorna Dawe 11am Sunday School
Nancy Hall-Tomkin 11am Sunday School

Harvest Festival Service Sunday September 17th 11am – Rev Robert
Blackhall.
Harvest Service,Supper and Sale - Monday September 18th 7.30pm.
We would love to see you at any of these services.
At a concert by the Newton St Petrock Male Voice choir recently they sang
‘Let There be Peace on Earth’ (words by Harry Connick Jr). I thought the
words were very appropriate for the situation in our Country and beyond
following recent events

Let peace begin with me
Let there be peace on earth
Let this be the moment now
And let it begin with me
With every step I take
Let there be peace on earth
Let this be my solemn vow
The peace that was meant to be
To take each moment
With God as our father
And live each moment
Brothers all are we
With peace eternally
Let me walk with my brother
Let there be peace on earth
In perfect harmony
And let it begin with me – Harry Connick Jr.
May God bless you all - Cathy Ley

Langtree Community Garden
Well Folks, Butts Meadow Allotments and Community gardens are finally
in progress.
The soil is quite a challenge with lots of stones, clay and weeds, but
nothing that some TLC won't improve. Bit by bit we are clearing area's
and planting as we go.
We hope the shed will be up by the time you all read this.
The plan is that we are having a work day on the 3rd Saturday of each
month, if you have those shrubs, flowers or veggie plants that you wish
to donate, those will be the time to come, perhaps you could give us a
hand if you like.
If there are things you would like to donate before then don't hesitate to
phone me,
Sue Leach on 01805601348, and we can arrange to pick things up or
meet you at the community garden.
Also if anyone has any carpenter skills, we are hoping to design a
central seating area to be able to sit back and view the soon to be pretty
gardens.
In the meantime you are all welcome to come and join in - the more the
merrier.
Hope to see you soon.
Sue Leach

Hobby Group
Our group continues to thrive. Every Tuesday morning there is a
happy buzz of activity coming from the Leader Room, interspersed
with laughter every now and then! We enjoy a cup of tea/coffee
and biscuits, sometimes cake, while we chat about all and sundry!
All welcome to come and join us, if you do not have a hobby, just
come along and read a book, or colour a picture, or just enjoy the
company. It costs just £1.00, and you could see old friends and
possibly make some new ones.
Any questions? Call me Sylvie Smith 01805 601485 and I will be
pleased to help.

So what’s on at Langtree Parish Hall?
The Hall has continued to be well used for a variety of events including weddings,
family celebrations and training/ information sessions for various businesses such
as Dartington Crystal, Coles Plant and Stapleton Yoghurt. Private functions in July
and August include 4 Christenings, 2 weddings and 2 parties.
The summer lunch held in June in aid of the Church Yard fund was a lovely
occasion and yes the sun did shine! 178 adults and 2 children attended. Many
thanks to all who came, to those who donated raffle prizes, puddings and water
and all the help on the day. £1611 profit was made. A great effort!
The Annual Parish Show takes place on 12th August. The first show was held in
2008 so this makes it the 10th. In this magazine you will find an entry form. If you
have misplaced the schedule which appeared in the last magazine you can collect
another from the Post Office Van, the Parish Hall or Green Dragon or Union Inn.
There were a couple of omissions in the schedule. These are Bridges and Transport
in the photographic section and Handmade bread in the Eats and drinks section. If
you have not been to the Show before why not come along or better still enter a
couple of classes. Teas are available and this year money will be donated to
Macmillan Nurses.
We have one more event booked through Beaford Arts. This is a drama / workshop
called No one is an island with some Caribbean food on Thursday 5th October,
More information on this at a later date.
We are continuing to put aside money for the refurbishment of both the women’s
and means toilets at the Parish Hall. A group of us have been looking at other
facilities and trying to decide what to have and who to do it. . Originally we had
pencilled in the closure of the Hall for bookings other than regular groups for the
last week in July and first week in August but quotes are still coming in so this will
not happen yet.
Will there be another Pantomime? Well yes if there is enough support! Parish Hall
Players are holding a meeting on Tuesday October 3rd at 7.30pm to see who would
like to be involved both on stage and back stage. We have 3 suggested scripts to
look at. These are Ali Baba and the 40 thieves, The Sleeping Beauty and Snow
White and the Severn Dwarfs. These vary in the number of cast members so until
we know who is interested we cannot decide on which script to use. All the scripts
are for family entertainment, have parts for adults and youngsters, and contain
music.

Please come along and show your interest. If you are unable to make this date and
would like to take part in any way please let me know. Rehearsals are always on a
Tuesday evening and usually start at 7.30pm until 9pm although sometimes
youngsters rehearsals start at at 7pm. The performances have been pencilled in for
Thursday 8th February, 9th February and 10th February.
Bookings for future Sunday Lunches as advertised in the last magazine is filling
fast. The next lunch is on 10th September and 138 so far have booked. This is for a
roast, desert, and cheese, glass of wine and tea / coffee £14.00.
If you wish to book the hall for any event please call me on 601602 or check our
web site for availability on www.langtreeparishhall.co.uk
Sue Lee

‘Giving it a go’ - Langtree Campanology
One of the things on my bucket list is to try my hand at bell ringing. Not the
small hand-held jobs but proper full-on church bells. So imagine my delight
when I heard the rhythmic dinging of bells in the Langtree Parish Church the
other week. It was obvious from the mix of bells and the various rhythms
and spaces in timing that there was a practice going on. Nipping over to the
church I found a small band of trainee bell ringers who welcomed me to join
in and have a go.
It looks easy when done well but takes concentration and practice to master
the basic methods of handling the ropes such as holding the Tail End and
pulling on the Sally. Unless you are a natural, these are skills that may take
a week or two to master but with the ample patience of the more
experienced ringers around you then it can be simply done. And, in
addition to gaining an understanding of how to ring the bells it also delivers
a little gentle exercise.
There are only a few of us at the moment and the level of skills ranges from
complete novice to very experienced and with six bells in the tower we
need some more bell ringers to complete the set.
We get together at 7.30pm most Thursdays for an hour or so of ringing at
Langtree Parish Church and welcome all to come and join us to see how it is,
or isn’t done, and have a go as well. If you need any further information
then please email Mark on mhighet@hotmail.co.uk.- Leigh Pollinger

District Councillor David Hurley
Hello again. It doesn't seem long since I was compiling my last report for
Langtree News. Talking of which, I noticed in the last edition that Councillor
was spelt incorrectly in the published edition. I checked the report I submitted
to the editorial team and it was correct. They advised that it transpired that
they had used an American spellchecker prior to publication and thus the
incorrect (as far as we are concerned) spelling was used!
I was invited to attend a meeting in Exeter last week with the new Head of
Highways, Meg Booth. She is presently filling the post vacated when the
previous Head, David Whitton, retired in April. We spoke about the new
structure that is emerging at Devon County Council Highways Department
since the new contractors, Skanska, commenced their contract in April. They
will be known as Devon Highways..
It would seem that some working practices were identified by the new
management team as inefficient and changes have taken place to rectify this. I
asked why some road surfaces are repaired when they don't appear to need
maintenance and why others are resurfaced when the volume of vehicles using
that particular stretch of road is minimal. This is at a time when other surfaces
are crying out for attention and don't appear to be on the radar of Devon
Highways. The answer would appear to be that the system for grading our
roads is some 25 years or more old. This results in roads that are not as
important as they might once have been, being graded higher than an
important, present day road. Meg informed me that this situation is being
looked at. All in all a pleasant and productive meeting.
Westward Ho! Beach has once again been awarded the coveted Blue Flag. This
is the 14th consecutive year this has happened. I was asked if I would travel to
Bournemouth to collect the flag on behalf of Torridge District Council. Prior to
going I did a little research and found that a beach has to meet 21 different
criteria to be eligible to be awarded the flag. Apart from the obvious clean
water, the beach must have in addition, notice boards, toilets, drinking water,
lifeguards and be dog free.

The AGM of Torridge District Council was recently held. The Leader for the
past two years, Councillor Jane Whittaker was re-elected and I was nominated
and duly elected as Deputy Leader of TDC.
With new responsibilities my life has become even busier than it was before.
These are just a few conditions as the list is quite extensive. I delivered the
flag to the Head Ranger at Northam Burrows Visitor Centre and I was a little
concerned when I heard that there had been a fire at the Centre a few days
later. The flag was fine but there was extensive damage to the centre section
of roof. Fortunately thanks to the actions of TDC staff the Centre was working
again in time for the recent half term holiday when a lot of workshops were
due to take place at the Burrows.
The development at Langtree Meadows (the new builds beside the Parish Hall)
rumbles on. I note that two more houses have been rendered and are closer
to completion. What is happening to the affordables you may ask? I can say
no more at this time other than work is taking place in the background to
enable these properties to be completed. It would certainly be good to see
this development finished as it has been a long time in the building process.
Some months ago I supported and authorised £16,000 from the Community
Fund to go to Langtree Parish Hall. Since that time other Communities have
recently been awarded money to enable them to commence projects that
would benefit their residents. Requests for a Community Grant were received,
amongst others, from Ashwater, Littleham and Halwill. Refurbishment and
repairs to the village/parish halls of these villages can now commence and this
is something that would not have been possible without the award of the
grants.
May I wish you all a good Summer.
Kind regards
David Hurley

Langtree WI
Hello ladies! I can’t believe we are half way through this year already,
how time flies when you are having fun, and I am pleased to say we
have had much fun this year. Our speakers have been great and we
were excited to win the “Group Competition” this year. This involved
quite a few of our members and in particular Marion Pollinger and
Denise Hinchliff. Well done to all the ladies!
At this present time we are busy preparing an entry for the Wolsery
Show at the end of July, so keep your fingers crossed for us.
August we will be enjoying our summer outing! (to be decided)
September First Aid Basics with Jill Carter.
October Creating a fruit and veg garden.
November Xmas decorations, garlands etc.,
December Christmas party and quiz.
All Welcome. Our meetings are held every third Wednesday at 7.30pm
at the Parish Hall. Visitors £4.00
SOMETHING SPECIAL
As you know our WI always provide the teas etc. at the Parish Show.
This year we are donating the proceeds to “MacMillan Nurses” in
memory of Angela Ley and Racheal Hill - Two wonderful ladies that are
very sadly missed by us all. We look forward to your usual support.
Many thanks - Sylvie Smith

Top Tips – 1. When you’ve missed a phone call, simply dial ‘1471’ to
hear the last number that rang you. 2. If you misplace your corkscrew,
simply place your bottle into a shoe and gently hit against a wall, the
cork will slowly work its way out.. - https://youtu.be/hbQQg53VGGc

News from Langtree Community School
Foundation Stage ‘Stay and Play’ Sessions: next session is Friday 07 July
2017 Our Foundation Stage provides a happy and nurturing environment in
which Nursery-aged children are sensitively and expertly prepared for
mainstream school and school life. If you have a child of pre-Nursery age
who is soon due to start with us, we would love you to come along to see
for yourself what makes our class so special, and warmly invite you and your
child to our ‘Stay and Play’ sessions on the first Friday of every month. The
children will have a chance to play in the classroom, as well as play in the
garden, and to mix with our current nursery children; an ideal opportunity
for you and your child to experience our Foundation Class together, meet
some of our staff and become familiar with the Foundation environment.
It’s a good time to ask questions and talk to other families. You can come
and view the well-equipped and comfortable facilities and observe, and
take part in, play, interaction and development in a stimulating
environment. We look forward to welcoming you!
Welcome to Newly Appointed School Governors We are delighted to be
able to welcome Kate Blundell, Kaye French and Anna Lewis to our
governing body as our new Governors taking the p lace of Mrs Pat
Chappell, Mr Christian Vickery and Mr John Lewis who have recently
resigned. All three ladies live in Langtree village, and bring with them
experience and skills to enhance and support our governing body and
school. We look forward to warmly welcoming them to meetings, school
events and visits in the future. See below for more details of one which has
already taken place!

Hooray for Swimming! Our first swimming sessions took place on Friday 09 June, when
Class Two took to the water to be first in the pool this term! We are all very grateful to
Karen our Caretaker for her hard work making sure our pool not only looks amazing, but
is also hygienic and safe for us to use. Summer must really have started now!
Safe Use of the Internet We were delighted to be able to welcome PC 4555
Anna Lewis from Devon and Cornwall Police on Monday morning when she
hosted a relaxed drop-in session for parents and families to come and ask
questions on the theme of online safety and children using the internet. This
included advice about age restrictions for common websites such as Facebook,
Instagram and YouTube, and simple steps parents can take to help keep children
safe online or, if things become tricky, what to do if things go wrong. Following
that session, she worked with our older children on the same topics, giving them
a chance to ask any questions they had too. This was a really useful opportunity
to learn just a little bit more about how to keep your children safe online and
one which we are hoping to repeat at a future date.
Our Summer Term always includes lots of sports activities, and this term so far we have
enjoyed a Tennis Festival at Great Torrington School, having one-to-one coaching to help
improve their tennis skills, just in time for The Championships, Wimbledon (maybe to
watch, rather than take part!); Tag Rugby Team when we played in a tournament at
Barnstaple Rugby Club, and got through to the quarter finals; playing in the Netball
Holsworthy League which has now finished for the season with our team finishing third
overall out of nine teams who competed very intensely for the end result. We continue
to be grateful to all our volunteer drivers, without whom we couldn’t take part – we really
couldn’t do it without you! Rugby has been a feature of our sporting calendar too, as over
the last couple of weeks, on a Friday afternoon, Adrian Avery from Great Torrington
Rugby Club, has been here on site coaching Class Three children. He was pleased to let us
know that, during only the second session, they had moved on to practise more
advanced rugby skills, ready for their final session. ‘Streetz’ Dance Crew visited just
before the Half-Term holiday to teach some down-on-the-street routines to Class 2
children (and maybe Mr Vero, their teacher, too!) and had us all jiggling and jiving to
some high-energy music, to keep us moving towards our Half-Term break.

After many years of being our Headteacher, Miss Mellody has decided that
she would like to tidy away just a few of her lesson plans, observations and
classroom resources to reduce her hours. After discussions with the whole
governing body and school staff, we have all agreed that we would rather
have her continue for the reduced hours, than lose her now to retirement!
Mr Smale has agreed to take over the two days a week that Miss Mellody
will not be working. Miss Mellody intends to work Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday and Mr Smale will share the headship by leading the school on
a Thursday and Friday. Miss Mellody and Mr Smale have agreed they will be
Joint Heads, allowing for a continuation of the great leadership of the
school. Governors are currently recruiting to appoint staff to cover the gaps
created by these changes, and are hopeful that, in our next update, will be
able to announce details of successful applicants.
School: T : (01805) 601354
E : admin@langtree.devon.sch.uk
W : www.langtree.devon.sch.
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2017
The annual Poppy Appeal has long formed the main focus of the Royal
British Legion’s fundraising effort. It succeeds through the dedication of the
Poppy Appeal collectors: without them the appeal would not be successful.
Also, many people look forward to the opportunity of wearing a poppy in
November when they can show their respect to those who have served
their country.
The Mid Torridge area is well covered by Poppy Appeal collectors, however,
we do need someone to cover Stibb Cross. Being a collector is a way of
giving something to the community and supporting the Royal British Legion.
If you would like to become a Poppy Appeal Collector please contact me on
01409 261760.
Thank you. Roger Lawes.

Langtree All Saints Church
Team Rector: Revd Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424
Team Vicar: Revd Susannah Metz, tel: 01837-810621

All Saints Church
Mark & I would like to thank everyone who attended & helped in any way at the
Sunday Lunch on the 11th June. But we mainly thank Sue Lee for her organising the
whole Lunch. The event raised £1611 for the Church Yard, a little down on last year. To
keep the Yard in a reasonable state it costs the church £720 a year to cut the grass &
keep the Hedges trimmed. (Ros & Ray Hancock help with ensuring Dragon Hill is cut
every year).
As some may know the trees are over 250 years old and are approaching the end of
their lives. We have spent money & had them treated, by removing dead branches etc
but eventually they will have to be removed. We had a very diseased beech tree
removed last summer,(the tree was growing on the edge of Dragon Hill). After going
out to tender The Tree People removed it at it cost £1000. This was the cheapest quote
we received.
Shortly we shall be having a tree removed which had decided to grow on the north side
of the Tower. This was one of the jobs which the Church Surveyor has said we must do.
The report which we received last Autumn is not so bad as it has been in previous
years. He has not found any really bad problems that need attention. We shall be
working our way thorough his suggestions over the next five years.
Mark Hyatt

Patricia Soby

Church wardens

Yours,
Martin Warren.

Services at All Saints
16th Jul y
23rd Jul y
30th July
6th August

11.00am
9.30am
TBA
9.30am

United Service (at Methodist Chapel)
Holy Communion
Petrockstowe
Morning Prayer

Langtree Parish Council – Terry Attridge, Chairman
The new development adjacent to the Parish Hall occupies much of the meeting
time of the Parish Council. Some time ago we received a communication from
the developer's solicitor containing documents to be signed to transfer the
recreation ground to the Parish Council. Despite a request that we signed and
returned the documents within a few days the council took time out to consult
the borough solicitor with regard to out standing work on the land to be
transferred. After this meeting the transfer document was signed and returned.
We have heard nothing since. Although this business has been going on for
several years and the footballers who initiated it with a petition for a playing
field are now contemplating the end of their footballing days, deadlines are in
sight. By March 2018 or when the fourth open market house currently under
construction becomes occupied, the 106 agreement which governs this
development dictates that all the developer's commitments to the Parish must
be complete.

A and D Weller Plants and Trees
Hammas Farm, Langtree, EX38 8NY Tel: 601606
The Nursery in Langtree! Not your normal affair - come and have a look!.

Open Sat & Sun 1pm – 5pm from mid-May to October
All plants are home grown from seed and cutting.
Climbers, Shrubs, Perennials, Pond & Bog plants with a small selection of Herbs
and Veg.
Come and walk through the garden and enjoy, you might see a plant that’s also for
sale.
Also various Willow for basket weaving and live willow for garden structures.
We are happy to grow to order, please ask…
Amanda & David

Fitness and Well Being
Neil Harris – Physio & PT
Torrington Hypnotherapy
Yoga – Ruth Chambers

- 01237238819
- 07814522591
- 01805 938132
- 07789 020668

Pubs and Food Services
Green Dragon Inn
- 01805601 342
Union Inn
- 01805601626
Stapleton Yoghurts
- 01805601414
West Heanton Meals on Wheels - 01409218754
Marland Meats
- 01805601245
Hairdressers & Beauty treatments
Lucy Coles
- 07920828181
Christina Thomas
- 01805601910
Tina’s Treatments
- 07552676076
Builders and Trades
Tim Langmead
Builder - 01805601500
Pat Mitchell & Son Builders - 01805601415
Wayne Hill Painter
- 01805625238
S.D Martin – Plumber
- 01409240240
KJ Bromell – PVC Windows - 01288357020
Other Services
P&S Sanders
- 01805601280
Peter Hearn Septic Tanks
- 01805601286
ACM Web Site Design
- 07812772638
Beamtree Interiors
- 01805601785
DES Mobile Repairs
- 01805601546
Jo Wilson Gardening service - 01805601444
Qualified Math Tutor
- 07884232308
Accountant/Book Keeper
- 07884232308
GW Architects Ltd
- 01409281362
Honeybee Floral Art
Suppliers
TT Fire Wood
- 07884080171
Bridgeman’s
- 01409261321
Grascott Firewood
- 01409281393
West Heanton Care Service - 01409281754
Accommodation
The Old Rectory B&B
- 01805601602
Emergency Details
Crime Stoppers
- 0800 555111
General Enquires is now
- 101
Out of Hours GP
- 111
Shebbear Surgery
- 01409281212
Police Email
melissa.baker@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk

What’s On in Langtree
Local Contacts
Parish Hall Bookings
- 01805601609
Langtree Church
- 01409281424
Langtree Methodist Chapel - 01409281262
Langtree Primary School
- 01805601354
Health & Keep Fit
Pilates – PH (Term Time only) Mon 9:10am to
10:10am
Body Blast - PH, Mon 6:15pm to 7:15pm
Yoga – Leader Room, Wed 10am to 9-30am
Short Mat Bowls – PH
Mon 7:30pm - 9:30pm
Wed 1:15pm – 3:30pm & 7:30 - 9:30pm (not in
Summer)
Shebbear Surgery Health Club
Last Tue of the Month 2-3pm
Clubs and Groups
Hobbies, Arts and Crafts Group Tue 10:30 to 12:30
(PH)
Parish Whist Drive - £2 entry - 7.30pm (PH) –
Fourth Thursday of the month
Little Acorn’s Wed 9am to 12pm (PH) Term Time
Woman’s Institute
7:30pm to 9:30pm - 3rd Wed of Month (PH)
History Group
7:00pm to 9:00pm – 4th Wed of month (PH)
TGIF Club 2nd Friday of Month, 3.15pm – 5.15pm
(PH)
Bible Study and Meal – Thursday Evenings 7:15pm
(MC)
Langtree Market & Cafe – Thursdays 10am to
2pm(PH)
Other Services
Mobile Post Office at the (PH) Car Park
Mon to Wed & Fri 11:40am to 13.05am
Parish Council Meetings
7:30pm to 8:30 – 2nd Thu of the Month
Mobile Library
Langtree on a Thurs - Parish Hall 10:40 - 11:15
Stibb Cross on a Wed - Union Inn 15:35 - 16:35

